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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To continuously control the gain of a contour 
compensation signal two- dimensionally in a horizontal 
direction and a vertical direction by generating waveform 
approximating to the inverse characteristic of a 
modulation degree in order to compensate the 
deterioration of visibility due to the decline of the 
modulation degree of the optical system of a lens, etc., at 
the circumference of a screen in a single plate type or a 
multi-plate type video camera using a solid state image 
pickup element. 

CONSTITUTiON: In order to compensate a modulation 
degree characteristic to deteriorate in the form of a 
concentric circle, a central processing circuit 12 
designates the shape of the inverse function of the 
modulation degree characteristic by either a saw tooth 
wave or a parabola. In response to the designation by the 
central processing circuit 12, a two-dimensional contour 
gain control circuit 11 sets the amplitude and the 
inclination of the saw tooth wave or the parabola in the 
horizontal and the vertical deractions. Then, a contour 
compensation signal addition circuit 8 amplifies 
continuously the output signal of a contour compensation 
circuit 7 by the gain corresponding to the peak value of 
the saw tooth wave or the parabola changing 
two-dimensionally in the horizontal and the vertical 
directions, and adds it to the signal of a process main line 
processing circuit 6. 
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